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1. Topic selection *** 

2. Good team 

3. Quality of work 

4. Journal selection 

0. Strong intention to 

make a publication of 

your work 
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0. Strong intention to 

make a publication of 

your research 
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1. Topic selection 

2 Types of works:  

• Following your strength 

and expertise 

• Seeking for new 

challenging field  
(you need to find a 
collaboration.) 

Knowing  

your expertise 

Good and 

comprehensive  

Literature review 
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2. Good team 

• Good work needs good team. 

• Working closely with your 

team (students) 
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3. Quality of work 

 

• Take care of important 
core details by yourself. 

• Good work needs 
sufficient time.  
(Be patient!!) 

• Repeatability 

Source: Reverscore 
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4. Journal selection 

KNOW YOUR 
TARGET AUDIENCE 

LOOK AT THE 
JOURNAL 

REQUIREMENTS 

LOOK BEYOND 
IMPACT FACTOR 

LOOK AT THE 
LITERATURE 

Where does your supervisor want you to publish? 
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How to 
check a 
journal’s 
reputation? 

Reputation and ranking: You must check the rank 
of the journal as higher rank means higher 
reputation.  

Peer-review procedure: A peer review could be 
one of the factors to judge the reputation of the 
journal. 

Editorial Board Members: You should check 
whether the editorial board members affiliated with 
the journal are associated with known universities 
and academic institutions or not. 

Previous author: Have a look at the journal’s 
previous authors, they should be affiliated with 
various academic institutions. 
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FAQ 

• What are the typical reasons papers 
are rejected? 

• How to choose a suitable journal to 
publish your paper? 

• Subscription vs. Open access 

• How to increase the number of 
citations? 

• What should I do if my paper is 
rejected? 

17 



SUCCESS 

Because you too can own this face of accomplished. 
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More researchers  
more papers submitted 

And Nature publishes 
less and less paper. 

So chances to get accepted 
are becoming very low. 
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Errors an editor 
can make… 

• Type I error: Publishing a paper 
that in the end does not get a lot 
of attention/citations. 

• Type II error: Not publishing a 
paper that does represents a 
breakthrough and later receives a 
lot of attention/citations. 

• Type III error: Publishing a 
paper with fabricated data 

• Type IV error: Publishing a 
paper with wrong conclusions. 

Citations to Nature papers published in 2008 

Source: T. Voets, KU Leuven 20 



If you cannot summarize your Main finding in an exciting way in 
one or a few sentences, the chances are low that you will convince the 

responsible editor of a high impact journal 

Tip No. 1 

Source: T. Voets, KU Leuven, Pexels 21 



Source: T. Voets, KU Leuven 22 



What may 
help… 

• Make sure that your manuscript is super-smooth:  

Perfect figures  

Perfect English  

Perfect statistics  

Understandable abstract  

Exactly right format  

 

• Present your data at meetings where Editors / Big 
Shots are present  

They may give tips  

They might remember you when the paper is 
on their desk. 

 

• Get to know editors  

Seek contact at meetings  

Invite them to your talk/meeting 

Source: T. Voets, KU Leuven 23 
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- The writing style depends on the 

community you are writing for: understand 

it better by reading lots of papers in the 

area. 

- Know your audience, it’s all about the 

readers, which includes editors and 

reviewers! 

- Read the author instructions and format 

your article appropriately – all major 

journals will have online instructions… 

Source: Wiley, Transperfect 
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References: More mistakes are found in the references than any other part of the manuscript 

Source: Wiley; Holmesglen 

• It is one of the most annoying problems, and causes great headaches among editors. 

• Cite the main scientific publications on which your work is based. 

• Do not inflate the manuscript with too many references – it doesn’t make it a better manuscript! 

• Avoid excessive self-citations. 

• Avoid excessive citations of publications from the same region. 



Tip No. 2 

• Pros: You learn from your mistakes.  

• Cons: You may lose time. 

                You will be disappointed. 

Try 

Source: bangkokbiznews 27 



Overall, I like the study very much and feel that it is highly appropriate for 

Nature X. I have a few quibbles that I would like the authors to explicitly address 
in revision. 

Therefore, even if one could address the multitude of insufficiencies and mistakes 

listed below, the impact of the results would be far too low for the wide readership of 
a Nature Journal.  

One paper – Different opinions. 

This is a carefully-designed study; the electrophysiology data were of high quality; 

the results were carefully analyzed, and beautifully modeled. This is an interesting 

scientific question of broad interest to TRP and other ion channel biologists and 
biophysicists. 
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Peer review 



What then… Be extremely polite to referees! 

• Not good: “The referee didn’t get the point and did not read the paper well”  
 

• Better: “We understand that in the original manuscript, these points were not 
clearly explained and highlighted, as rightfully pointed out by the referee. We have 
therefore made extensive changes to the manuscript…” 

If referees/editors make obvious mistakes  Fight (rebut, call, harass…) 

  

If it doesn’t work  Move on to the next journal  

    Don’t consider it as a failure, it is “part of the game”. 

    You will get other chances. 
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Remember, reviewers are 

readers too!! 
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An example of a paper statistics 
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Do thorough research and 
try to understand what you 

don’t understand. 

• There is no such thing like a project 
that will lead to a high impact 
publication.  

• If you switch your research to a 
specific field because is successful, 
then you are probably too late…  

• The best papers/coolest findings 
were not planned, but “serendipity”, 
by researchers that wanted to 
understand some strange 
observation. 

Tip No. 3 
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SUCCESS 
 

Because you too 
can own this face 
of accomplished. 
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FAQ 

• What are the typical reasons papers are rejected? 

• How to choose a suitable journal to publish papers? 

• Subscription vs. Open access 

• How to increase the number of citations? 

• What should I do if my paper is rejected? 
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